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HNC Helps Purchase Vinemount Swamp Property 


by Frank Morley 

The Hamilton Naturalists’ Club has 
again helped to preserve natural habi¬ 
tat in the Hamilton area. The Hamil¬ 
ton Conservation Authority (HCA 
-formerly the Hamilton Region Con¬ 
servation Authority) recently purchased 
a property in the Vinemount Swamp. 
Acting on a recommendation from the 
HNC Sanctuary Committee, the Board 
of Directors of the Club has donated 
$5000 toward the purchase. 

At the spring Sanctuary Commit¬ 
tee meeting, Brenda Ritchie, Execu¬ 
tive Director of the Conservation 
Foundation of the Hamilton Region, 
requested funds to assist the purchase 
of a property in the Vinemount Swamp. 

Brenda noted that “the Conserva¬ 
tion Foundation of the Hamilton Re¬ 
gion has recently developed an 
operating plan that identifies the priori¬ 
ties that will support the HCA. One of 
these priorities is to continue a strong 
land acquisition program.This is of ut¬ 
most importance in the sustainability of 
our community. When donors assist us 
in purchasing environmentally sensi¬ 
tive lands, they know the natural treas¬ 
ures will stay green in perpetuity”. 


Scott Konkle, Director of Water¬ 
shed Planning and Engineering at HCA, 
described the site location. This 25 
acre property is located at the top of 
the Niagara Escarpment in Stoney 
Creek. It is north of the old CHML 
towers at 8th Road East and Green 
Mountain Road in upper Stoney Creek. 
The Vinemount Swamp is one of the 
Environmentally Significant Areas 
(ESAs) in the new City of Hamilton 
and totals 1,000 acres in size. It 
stretches across upper Stoney Creek 
along Powerline Road between Fifth 
and Eighth Roads East, and encom¬ 
passes the headwaters of both Stoney 
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and Forty Mile Creeks. It provides a 
significant amount of discharge to those 
streams, and has been designated as a 
Class 3 (Provincially Significant) 
Wetland. 

The Vinemount Swamp is a mix¬ 
ture of very wet areas of Dogwood, 
Willow, Meadowsweet shrub thickets 
and taller Silver Maple, Bur Oak, Red 
Ash forests. There are 243 different 
plant species, including nine rare ones. 
Southern Arrow-wood and a hawthorn 
known as Crataegus dodgei are con¬ 
sidered nationally significant. 

HCA ecologist Bruce Duncan, an 
HNC Past President, noted that the 
Vinemount Swamp property is the 
second in that area that the HCA has 
purchased. 

He described plans for the site: 
"We will be putting a trail through the 
swamp which means that it will be 
accessible for birdwatching or plant 
outings or looking for herptiles. It is a 
little known area but when I walked 
through it (several times last year) I 
was impressed at the diversity - and 
the mosquitoes! There is a small and 
active heronry plus species such as 
Red Bellied Woodpecker, Eastern Blue- 
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bird, plenty of American Woodcocks, 
and a lot more. The swamp is also 
used by migrating waterfowl and 
smaller birds as a stopover for feeding 
and resting in the spring. I think it is 
one of our best-kept natural history 
secrets.” 

Bruce also drew attention to a 
planned 9.5 km trail in Stoney Creek 
called the Dofasco 2000 Trail. It will 
be located on the Powerline Road al¬ 
lowance, much of which is an unused 
open space corridor running east - west 
on top of the escarpment. 

When completed, this trail will link 
the 1812 Battlefield Park, Devil’s Punch 
Bowl Conservation Area, and Vine- 
mount wetlands. It will continue “on¬ 
road” to 87 Acres Park and then link 
with the Waterfront Trail at the Fifty 
Point Conservation Area on Lake On¬ 
tario. Another “on-road” link will make 
the connection to the Chippewa Trail 
which is now designated a part of the 
Trans Canada Trail network. This link- 
will pass by the recently discovered 
underground caves and karst forma¬ 
tions just east of the Red Hill Valley. 

Dofasco has committed to donate 
funds towards “Phase 1” of this trail’s 
completion. “Phase 1 ” is an “on-road” 
section that goes around the Vinemount 
South Swamp. “Phase 2” will travel 
through the swamp on boardwalk. The 
trail will be wheelchair accessible and 
designated sections will be open to 
hikers, bikers and equestrians. 

The Hamilton Conservation Au¬ 
thority is to be commended for con¬ 
tinuing its land acquisitions and 
particularly in the eastern part of the 
New City of Hamilton. |§| 


by Betty Bias hill 

For those of you who haven’t re¬ 
cently done so, check out the Club’s 
new website at www.hwcn.ore/link/ 
hamnature . 

The site has been updated over the 
summer and contains a wealth of new 
material as well as a stunning array of 
photographs of nature and Club activi¬ 
ties. Many thanks to our talented Club 
members who provided the photos! 

When you click on our address, 
you will arrive at the front page, de¬ 
signed to be newsy and keep the visi¬ 
tor up-to-date with the most current 
Club happenings and news bulletins. 

As you travel further into the site, 
you can read about the Club’s projects, 
committees, awards, publications and 
history. In fact you can even see his¬ 
tory being made, such as in the photo 
of our president, Glenn Barrett, ac¬ 
cepting the “W.E. Saunders Natural 


History Award” from the Ontario Fed¬ 
eration of Ontario Naturalists this past 
summer. 

You can check out what businesses 
provide discounts to members on the 
“Membership” page; look over this sea¬ 
son’s field events under “Nature Out¬ 
ings” and view the monthly meetings 
list on the “Meetings” page. 

Lists of local species of butterflies, 
reptiles and amphibians, breeding birds, 
fish and mammals can be found under 
the “Local Species” section. 

Be sure to visit one of the biggest 
attractions of the website — the “Per¬ 
egrine Falcons” page. During spring 
and early summer, it has a live link to a 
camera viewing the peregrines and their 
chicks in their nest in downtown Ham¬ 
ilton! Since late March of this year it 
has had nearly 62,000 visitors. This 
page has an incredible photo gallery 
and stories of past seasons. 

Are you inter¬ 
ested in the popular 
“Birding Hotline Re¬ 
port”? This record of 
unusual and note¬ 
worthy birds in the 
region is updated 
weekly on the 
website by Keith 
Dieroff.So next time 
someone asks you 
about this club you 
belong to, send them 
to the Naturalists’ 
Club’s website and 
let them marvel at the 
breadth of the Club’s 
activities! jpj 



This photo by Peter Burgess is available free 
from the Club website as a screen saver. 
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Good News from the Club's 2001 Falcon Watch 


by Audrey Gamble 

I am pleased to report that 2001 
was a banner year for Falconwatch on 
several counts. A strong backbone of 
support from the HNC, together with 
generous contributions from our fund¬ 
ing partners, the McBride Foundation 
and TD Friends of the Environment 
Foundation, provided a solid base of 
operation. An impressive roster of new 
recruits coupled with a group of dedi¬ 
cated return volunteers worked together 
under the skillful direction of coordina¬ 
tor Kim McNeil to make Falconwatch 
2001 a soaring success. 

This HNC project continues to 
grow and develop each year, along 
with public awareness of the endan¬ 
gered Peregrine Falcons. 

As knowledge and popularity of 
the Hamilton Community Peregrine 
Project (HCPP) has blossomed, a great 
opportunity for public communication 
has opened up. The HCPP compo¬ 
nent of the HNC's website logged over 
60,000 visits this year 
as compared to 38,000 
visits from April to 
December in 2000. 

HCPP volunteers 
corresponded with 
website visitors to an¬ 
swer questions about 
the Peregrines and our 
project. We have re¬ 
ceived countless e- 
mails of thanks and 
congratulations for the 
information and enjoy¬ 
ment offered by the 
website. The site can 


be found at www.hwcn.org/link/ 
hamnature. 

In Jackson Square the HCPP dis¬ 
play window featured the live nest im¬ 
age from April to June and was a 
regular attraction for mall traffic. The 
attention we received in 2001 benefited 
from having the display in the same 
location for a second year and the time 
HCPP volunteers spent meeting the 
public and distributing literature at the 
display. 

With several local newspaper arti¬ 
cles, TV and radio features Falcon¬ 
watch 2001 enjoyed a higher media 
profile than we have had in previous 
years. The happy outcome of these 
positive factors was the attraction of 
almost 30 active new volunteers this 
season. 

In the last Wood Duck report on 
the activities at the Sheraton nest, 
HCPP volunteers were busy trying to 
count peregrine eggs. 


‘Madame X’, a first time breeder 
proved to be a loyal and unflagging 
mother both during brooding period and 
after the hatch of two chicks. It was 
generally agreed that there were four 
eggs in the nest, but by the end of April 
only three were still apparent. 

As peregrines do not begin incu¬ 
bating their eggs in earnest until the 
clutch is complete or almost complete, 
the first and second eggs laid had been 
left unattended for lengthy periods in 
the cool weather of late March. It was 
not surprising, then to lose an egg and 
as peregrines commonly eat broken or 
unviable eggs for the calcium, it was 
not unusual to see no evidence of the 
fourth egg. 

On the afternoon of May 5, the 
first chick hatched. Both adults were 
in the nest at the time and ‘Madame 
X’ picked pieces of shell away to help 
the fragile ball of white down emerge. 
Both adults ate pieces of the newly 
emptied shell. 

This event was 
watched by a crowd gath¬ 
ered raptly around the video 
monitor in Jackson Square. 
The event was captured in 
a video recording and ‘Hal’ 
made his media debut when 
CH news aired the clip the 
following day. 

By Monday morning a 
second chick had ap¬ 
peared. ‘Madame X’ con¬ 
tinued to incubate the third 
egg but by the next morn¬ 
ing had pushed it out in front 
of her with the two sun- 
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bathing chicks and the egg subsequently 
disappeared. 

One morning towards the end of 
April, there was a prolonged distur¬ 
bance around the nest and three birds, 
believed to be adult peregrines were 
sighted in a series of skirmishes. 

On several occasions over the 
course of Falconwatch, many differ¬ 
ent watchers reported seeing more than 
two adult peregrines simultaneously. 
To the best of my knowledge, this was 
the first season that peregrines other 
than the resident breeding pair have 
been reported in downtown Hamilton 
during breeding season and may re¬ 
flect the increasing numbers of per¬ 
egrine falcons in southern Ontario. 

At just over three weeks of age, 
the two flourishing chicks were banded 
by Anne Yagi of OMNR and Bruce 
Duncan of HRCA. The older of the 
two was a male who was named Hal 
and his sister was named Sal. The 
names were selected in keeping with 
the year theme started in 2000 and 
were taken from the movie 2001: A 
Space Odyssey. 

During the banding ‘Madame X’ 
demonstrated her fiercely protective 
instincts up close and personal for vol¬ 
unteer rock climber John Millar. While 
John sat on the nest ledge to await the 
return of the chicks, ‘Madame X’ 
perched beside him and kept up a run¬ 
ning commentary on her view of the 
day’s events. 

That Hal was a strong, aggressive 
bird was evident even on banding day. 
His precocious nature bumped up the 
start of Falconwatch by a few days 
when he jumped up onto the edge of 


the nest site at only 32 days of age. I 
don’t have the data to prove it, but I’m 
sure it was a record! 

Hal’s flights were strong and de¬ 
liberate from his first attempt. Sal spent 
her first 24 hours out of the nest on a 
low perch on the Standard Life Build¬ 
ing but made a strong recovery when 
hunger won out. As is typical, the two 
chicks honed their flying and hunting 
skills guided almost exclusively by the 
adult male. Their adventures included 
incurring the wrath of some American 
kestrels and going on safari after an 
escaped budgie. Both chicks devel¬ 
oped admirable flying and hunting skills 
and required no intervention by HCPP 
staff. 

During Falconwatch, Brandon and 
Eric Holden diligently undertook to de¬ 
cipher the leg bands on ‘Madame X’. 
Through their efforts her origins have 
been traced to Pennsylvania. She is 
from a nest on a highway bridge that 
spans the Susquehanna River at Wilkes 
Barre in Luzerne County. She was 
one of a brood of two females and one 
male and fledged on June 20, 1999. 
Her father was hacked from a hotel 
and her mother hailed from a wild nest 
known for its productivity. From all 
events in Hamilton this year it appears 
that ‘Madame X’ is holding true to 
both parental gene pools. 

For much of the breeding season 
the identity of the adult male Peregrine 
was in question and he was referred to 
as ‘OB’. A combination of erroneous 
notes and a reversed photograph 
caused the confusion that led us to 
conclude that the bird was not Percy. 
This theory was further supported by 
the observation of behaviour consid¬ 


ered uncharacteristic for Percy. It was 
a great relief to HCPP volunteers when 
a bird perched in downtown Hamilton 
in early August was identified by band 
number as Percy. 

The Sheraton Hamilton Hotel, ever 
the gracious hosts, postponed installa¬ 
tion of a large new sign on the King 
Street face of the hotel until risk of 
interference with the Peregrines had 
passed. The adult birds noisily staked 
their claim during installation of the 
new sign and its presence doesn’t seem 
to disturb them. 

As of mid-September, the adult 
birds were still frequently sighted in 
downtown Hamilton and the Stelco 
Tower remained a favourite perch. 
They have been seen in and around 
the nest ledge which bodes well for 
their bond to the nest site and for next 
year’s breeding prospects. HCPP vol¬ 
unteers have reported seeing the 
youngsters east of the downtown core 
(in the area of First Place) and local 
birders have on several occasions 
sighted young peregrines in Hamilton 
and vicinity. 

My sincerest thanks to HNC and 
other funding organizations, HCPP part¬ 
ners, our coordinator Kim McNeil, our 
Webmaster Charles Gregory, all vol¬ 
unteers, supporters, fellow Falconwatch 
committee members and their patient 
spouses. 

At the October 15 meeting the 
HNC will host a special Volunteer 
Appreciation featuring a Falconwatch 
presentation of Gerard McNaughton’s 
expert photography. I hope to see 
everyone there and I welcome all re¬ 
ports of Peregrine sightings in the 
months ahead. H 
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Community Open Space Naturalisation: The HNC as Catalyst 
for the Revitalization of Downtown Hamilton 


by Brian McHattie 

Are there enough green spaces in 
downtown Hamilton? What role would 
a series of inter-linked naturalized ar¬ 
eas play in the revitalization of our 
urban core? Now is a good time to ask 
these questions, as the new City of 
Hamilton has just completed an all- 
encompassing plan called, Putting Peo¬ 
ple First: The New Land Use Plan 
for Downtown Hamilton. 

The HNC’s Conservation and Edu¬ 
cation committee has copies of this 
visionary plan, and its companion De¬ 
sign Strategy document, and invite 
you to borrow them and join with us in 
seeking out the HNC role in making 
sure they are implemented. 

You might be thinking, so what, a 
new plan has been passed, but down¬ 
town still looks the same and what can 
the HNC do anyway? 

Based on my recent read¬ 
ing of the new Evergreen re¬ 
ports (reviewed on p.40) on 
the catalyst role played by 
community naturalization, I 
would like to respectfully sug¬ 
gest that the HNC is per¬ 
fectly situated to be a major 
player in downtown renewal, 
befitting our 82 years of ex¬ 
perience in this fine city. 

Let’s talk specifics. Can 
you tell me how many park¬ 
ing lots, abandoned lots, and 
under-used tarmac-covered 
spaces there are in the down¬ 
town? We need to map them, 


“Public open spaces are a criti¬ 
cal foundation of city building. 
Often referred to as the lungs, 
roots or veins of our communities, 
these are places which contribute 
to the city’s quality of life, act as 
catalysts for reinvestment, link 
neighbourhoods and natural fea¬ 
tures, and offer a gathering place 
for our individual and collective 
interaction. Simply stated, they 
offer the fundamental glue to the 
distinct parcels of urban develop¬ 
ment”. 

-Joe Berridge and Melanie Hare, 
Urban Strategies Inc. 

but the short answer is - a lot! 

Imagine a ribbon of green linking 
these waste spaces with existing parks 
forming an oasis of life - a corridor for 
butterflies and birds, a people-place 


acting as a catalyst to bring more peo¬ 
ple downtown - to live, work, and play. 

When was the last time you 
rounded up family and friends and 
chugged off down to City Hall to have 
a picnic amidst the concrete, exposed 
to the hot sun and open to the uninhib¬ 
ited noise of Main Street? 

The Design Strategy describes 
something called City Hall Park which 
includes ripping up the parking lot on 
the south side and some of the con¬ 
crete on the north side, replacing them 
with a “green, heavily treed area, which 
would provide an important new open 
space amenity in the heart of down¬ 
town”. 

Link this with the “daylighting” and 
greening of Summer’s Lane, and a 
new green streetscape along wider 
sidewalks and a narrower King Street 
and voila - a people and wildlife place! 

The HNC role in the re¬ 
vitalization of downtown can 
be big or small. As it did 
when we worked with Tho¬ 
mas McQuesten to protect 
Cootes Paradise in 1927, it 
depends upon you and your 
involvement. 

For more information, to 
share your visions, and to 
learn how you can get in¬ 
volved in the HNC’s Down¬ 
town Green Space project, 
please contact me at 
mchattietainterlvnx.net or 
(905)540-1094. H 



Downtown Hamilton's current concrete landscape 
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Waterfalls of the Niagara Escarpment: An Encore 


by Jim and Jean Stollard 
Last December, as an early snow 
storm blanketed the city, snarling traf¬ 
fic and keeping all but the most hardy 
at home, Jerry Lawton and his son 
Mikal presented their slide show of the 
waterfalls of the Niagara Escarpment. 
While not many were at the RBG that 
night to see this wonderful presenta¬ 
tion, those who did attend were so 
enthusiastic about what they saw that 
Jerry and Mikal were persuaded to 
return so that everyone could have the 
chance to see these magnificent im¬ 
ages of waterfalls. All of them are part 
of the Niagara Escarpment and many 
of the prettiest are right on our door¬ 
step. 

On a sunny, mild evening in Sep¬ 
tember, Jerry and Mikal presented their 
encore to an audience at least five 
times larger than the first one. Jerry, 
Who worked for 41 years at CTV as a 
writer and director, has lived in this 
area since he was twelve years old. 
Buttermilk Falls was the first waterfall 
he ever saw and he was enthralled by 
its beauty. 

It would take another 50 years 
before he discovered its companion, 
Albion Falls, only a few minutes away. 
Familiar with Webster’s Falls as a 
young man* it took 25 years to discover 
Tews Falls, just a short distance away. 
He got to wondering how many other 
falls might be on the Niagara Escarp¬ 
ment. The answer: 70, but only 30 are 
a good size. The rest are small, some 
so small they could fit in your backyard 
and many of them are very pretty. 
While the Niagara Escarpment 
stretches 725 km from Tobermory to 


Niagara, there are no falls north of 
Owen Sound. 

Indian Falls, near Owen Sound, 
the last one going north, is a curtain 
falls in spring and early summer but 
changes to a ribbon falls as the flow of 
water dries up in mid-summer. This is 
a common occurrence as the falls are 
dependant on the creeks that feed them. 

In the 19 th and early 20 th centuries, 
many of the falls powered grist mills or 
sawmills. Today, only the ruins remain 
as Nature reclaims her own. Inglis 
Falls, Walters Falls, The Cataract, and 
Jones Falls are all examples of this use 
of waterfalls in the early history of our 
province. 

Closer to home, Tews Falls is as 
high as Niagara Falls but with a much 
lower volume of water. Webster’s 
Falls is a fairyland in winter as the ice 
hangs in sheets like a curtain over the 
rocks. Ancaster has two interesting 
falls. Sherman Falls is little known but 
well worth a visit. Nothing diminishes 
its curtain of water flowing down the 
steep cascade. The other falls of note 
is Tiffany Falls found in the Tiffany 
Conservation Area. In spring and fall 
Tiffany Creek runs full over the cas¬ 
cade and the view is spectacular. The 
falls was named after the first doctor 
in Ancaster. 

After the slide show, Mikal spoke 
for a few minutes on the topic of what 
makes a good picture of waterfalls. 
He advised us to look for repetition in 
line and form and to concentrate on 
textures and lighting. 

Jerry and Mikal have collaborated 
on a book “Waterfalls: The Niagara 


Escarpment” which contains descrip¬ 
tions of 32 waterfalls, giving details of 
their height, width, best viewing times 
and how to get there, along with inter¬ 
esting information about their history. 
It costs $24.95 and is available at A 
Different Drummer in Burlington, 
Chapman Books in Dundas and Bryan 
Prince Bookseller in Hamilton. EH 

Member 

Discounts 

Several retailers in the Burlington- 
Hamilton area have agreed to give Club 
members a 10% discount on selected 
merchandise on presentation of a cur¬ 
rent HNC membership card. The partici¬ 
pating merchants include: 

• Wild Birds Unlimited, 3350 
Fairview St., Burlington, 905-634-7700, 
owned and operated by Eleanor and 
David Woods, both active members of 
the HNC, specializing in all aspects of 
birding equipment; 

• Chapman Books, 10 Cross Street, 
Dundas, 905-627-5007, owned and oper¬ 
ated by Club member Joanne Chapman 
who has offered discounts to members 
for many years; 

■ Camtech Photographic Services 
588 Concession St. Hamilton, 905-389- 
8545, specializing in telescopes, binocu¬ 
lars and spotting scopes; 

• Tumblehome, 401 Brant St. Bur¬ 
lington, 905-639-8713, a store devoted 
to all aspects of outdoor equipment; 

• Aurum Lodge, Rocky Mountain 
House, Alberta, www.aurumlodge.com . 
403-721-2117, owned and operated by 
former Club members Alan and 
Madeleine Ernst, an ecotourism retreat 
in the Rocky Mountains. 
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Annual Reports of the Directors of the HNC 


The Hamilton Naturalists’ Club is engaged in a wide 
variety of activities. These are led by the fourteen Club 
Directors as well as a number of coordinators. Below we 
present the annual reports prepared by the Directors of the 
Club. The annual report of the Bird Study Group appeared in 
last month’s Wood Duck. Together they provide a sum¬ 


mary of the Club’s activities over the past year and give an 
accounting to the members in advance of the Club’s Annual 
General Meeting which will take place on October 15th as 
part of the monthly membership meeting. The AGM will 
select the Directors for 2001-2002, and will also include a 
number of short feature presentations. 


President’s Report 

by Glenn Barrett 

Never an organization to rest on its 
laurels, the HamiltonNaturalists’ Club 
has had an extremely busy and pro¬ 
ductive session during 2000 and 2001. 
I am proud to have served as President 
during the past year and extremely 
thankful to my fellow Directors, 
Coordinators and committee mem¬ 
bers who have cumulatively contrib¬ 
uted thousands of volunteer hours 
working on Club projects and 
activities. It is because of all your 
efforts that the Club is able to 
accomplish all that we do. 

Special congratulations are owed 
to Brian McHattie, the incoming Presi¬ 
dent, who was this year's recipient of 
the Hamilton Environmentalist of the 
Year Award in June. The Club willbe 
in excellent hands with Brian as 
President. 

As President, I have had the 
opportunity to be active in many Club 
projects and activities (some are listed 
below) by participating on commit¬ 
tees, writing letters and chairing Board 
and monthly meetings. 

2000/2001 saw the beginnings of 
two major HNC conservation/educa¬ 
tion projects whose benefits are far 


reaching for the Hamilton area. The 
first, “Nature In Your Neighbour¬ 
hood” has allowed the Club to hire a 
Community Education and Outreach 
Coordinator, Laurel Mclvor, who has 
done a remarkable job over the past 
year in setting up public presentations, 
working with the Hamilton school 
boards, along with Guide and Scout 
organizations, to create educational 
resource materials. In addi tion, she has 
been instrumental in forming a coalition 
of local environmental organizations 
concerned about the use of pesticides. 

The second project, the HNC 
“Nature Counts” natural area inven¬ 
tory, began this year and project 
coordinator Jill Dwyer has had 
dedicated people working on all 
aspects of this project including data 
collection and analysis. Readers of the 
September Wood Duck will have 
already learned of some of the 
significant findings made during inven¬ 
tories conducted this year and it will be 
fascinating to see what additional 
discoveries are made in the second 
year ofthis two-year project. 

Both “Nature Counts” and “Na¬ 
ture in Your Neighbourhood” have 
steering committees comprised of 
members and Directors who have 


helped coordinate the projects and I 
would like to thank these committee 
members for their exceptional efforts. 

In May, the Club hosted a bus trip 
for Club members to the Spooky 
Hollow Sanctuary. At least 50% of the 
participants had never been to Spooky 
before and a great time was had by all. 
The weather even cooperated by not 
raining until we were leaving the 
Sanctuary! 

Many expressed an interest in a 
sjmilartripto Short Hills Sanctuary and 
this trip will occur in May 2002. 
Thanks go out to Heather Wilson and 
Frank Morley for helping organize this 
trip. 

The Hamilton Community Per¬ 
egrine Project (aka “Falcon Watch”) 
had another successful year with the 
falcons nesting atop the Sheraton 
Hotel. This year the McBride 
Foundation and the TD Friends of the 
Environment Foundation, in addition 
to the HNC, contributed funding to this 
worthwhile community project. 

Very special thanks go to our Lead 
Monitor, Audrey Gamble, for the 
many, many volunteer hours she put in 
on this project, along with the hours 
contributed by the other committee 
members. 
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As President some of my other 
duties have included being a member 
ofanumber offormal committees (e.g. 
Hamilton Community Peregrine Proj ect. 
Nature In Your Neighbourhood, and 
Giant’s Rib Discovery Centre Techni¬ 
cal Advisory Committee), and also 
informal committees that have met with 
local organizations (e.g. Royal Botani¬ 
cal Gardens in regards to wildlife 
viewing opportunities in Cootes 
Paradise) and politicians (e.g. Mayor 
Wade, MPP Ted McMeekin). 

As is evident from all the activities 
and projects listed above, volunteers 
are key to the success of the HNC. It 
is for this reason that the Board of 
Directors in 2000 began a new 
tradition of recognizing significant 
volunteers. Please join me at our 
October monthly meeting when I will 
announce the recipients of this year's 
Volunteers of the Year Awards, 

Vice-President’s 

Report 

By Brian McHattie 

As Vice-President, I was respon¬ 
sible for renewing the HNC’s liability 
insurance which protects members and 
non-members alike when participating 
in Club hikes and events. This insur¬ 
ance also covers our two nature sanc¬ 
tuaries. My responsibilities also included 
acting as Volunteer Coordinator, and 
checking the Club’s telephone mes¬ 
sages, and mailbox each week. I 
worked with Past-President Pierre 
Arnold on the Nominating Committee 
to put together our 2001-2002 Board 
of Directors. 


I very much enjoyed working 
closely with Club President, Glenn 
Barrett on his many projects, and as¬ 
sisting him with running the HNC 
smoothly. 

I look forward to the honour of 
becoming your President for the 2001- 
2002 year and trying my best to con¬ 
tinue the long tradition of energetic and 
forward-thinking HNC leaders. We 
have another superb Board this com¬ 
ing year with an exciting mix of HNC 
veterans and newcomers which will 
no doubt lead to many new ideas and 
continued solid management of the or¬ 
ganisation. m 

Membership 
Report 2000 

by Jean Stollard 

This past year has been an active 
one for Membership. We welcomed 
41 new members to the HNC during 
the 2000-2001 season. 

Our total membership stands at 
427 memberships and approximately 
566 members. In an effort to obtain an 
exact number of members, I have 
asked you to write in the names of all 
members covered under your mem¬ 
bership category. This is especially im¬ 
portant for Family Membership as it 
includes not only you but your spouse 
and children. The type requesting this 
information is very small, but please fill 
in the names so that everyone can be 
counted. Thanks. 

In response to many requests, the 
Board has decided to re-introduce 
Membership Cards. In order for these 
cards to have a purpose beyond taking 
up space in your wallet, we approached 


several retailers in Hamilton, Burlington 
and Dundas (and as far away as Al¬ 
berta!), to give our members a 10% 
discount on selected items when pre¬ 
sented with HNC Membership cards. 

So far six retailers have agreed to 
participate in this program. They are 
listed in every Wood Duck and on our 
web site. Phone numbers and email 
addresses and web sites are provided 
and it is advisable to check with the 
retailer about what you wish to pur¬ 
chase as not every item in the store is 
likely to be discounted. This is espe¬ 
cially true with photographic equipment. 
We hope to add more retailers as time 
goes on. 

If you have renewed for the cur¬ 
rent year (2001-2002), you may pick 
up your Membership Card at the mem¬ 
bership table at the October, Novem¬ 
ber, December or January meeting. 
Those cards not picked up by January 
will be sent with the tax receipts in 
February. 

I’d like to say thank you to Jocelyn 
Neysmith who so patiently taught me 
how to use the Membership program 
and who helped out last fall when I 
was inundated with renewals, and to 
Jim Stollard who helps me at the Mem¬ 
bership table every month. The evening 
goes smoothly when he’s there. jjj| 

Conservation and 
Education 

by Jennifer Baker 

The Conservation and Education 
Committee deals with matters concern¬ 
ing conservation of natural resources, 
environmental problems and enhanc¬ 
ing awareness of these issues as well 
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as educating citizens on the natural 
history of the Hamilton area. The com¬ 
mittee met once a month throughout 
the 2000/2001 term. Thank you to those 
who were able to work with the com¬ 
mittee this year. 

Volunteering with the Conserva¬ 
tion/Education committee gives one a 
chance to: 

• learn more about what is happening 
in and around Hamilton 

• make a difference in decisions made 
about the community 

• learn new skills 

• brush up on old skills 

• meet like-minded people 

The committee provided informa¬ 
tion to the Bay Area Restoration Coun¬ 
cil for their Toward Safe Harbours 
report, and provided comments to the 
City of Hamilton on their Woodland 
Conservation By-Law. We are work¬ 
ing with the Canadian Department of 
Heritage on the development of the 
new Great Lakes Interpretive Centre. 
We continue to advocate for the pro¬ 
tection of the Red Hill Valley, most 
recently demanding that the City aban¬ 
don a plan to begin cutting trees in the 
Valley (they agreed!). 

Committee members have been 
busy with a number of projects, includ¬ 
ing the production and distribution of 
Naturally, Hamilton! A Guide to the 
Green Spaces of Hamilton and Area, 
an award-winning HNC publication. 

The committee also obtained fund¬ 
ing from the Ontario Trillium Founda¬ 
tion to establish a Community 
Education and Outreach Program in 
the Hamilton area through “Nature in 


Your Neighbourhood”. The Commu¬ 
nity and Education Outreach Coordi¬ 
nator has delivered the ‘What’s Alive 
in Hamilton’ slideshow to many or¬ 
ganizations and is also developing ma¬ 
terials aimed to help teachers and Scout 
/Guide leaders take groups into the 
local natural areas. 

In 1991, the Club organised the 
First-ever comprehensive natural ar¬ 
eas inventoiy of the Region of Hamil¬ 
ton-Wentworth. This endeavour led to 
the designation of 69 environmentally 
significant areas (ESAs) in the Official 
Plan - the master municipal land-use 
planning document for the area. 

Ten years later, we have embarked 
upon Nature Counts, a project to re¬ 
inventory ESAs, and investigate newly 
identified natural areas. This work will 
be a key information piece for the new 
City of Hamilton’s first Official Plan 
due out in 2003/2004, Nature Counts 
includes the production of a Mammal 
Atlas of the Hamilton Area, and an 
updated Flora of Hamilton. A report 
recommending important natural areas 
for protection will be produced in fall 
2002 . 

The HNC is co-chairing the Wind¬ 
ermere Basin Restoration Committee 
with the City of Hamilton’s Parks de¬ 
partment. Windermere Basin is the es¬ 
tuary of the Red Hill Creek, and has 
always been an important area for birds 
and birders. 

Preliminary plans call for a pas¬ 
sive recreation area with trails, wild¬ 
life-viewing areas, and possibly ponds 
designed to attract shorebirds. Actual 
restoration work is anticipated in 2002. 

The Committee has also been in¬ 


volved with the City’s Solid Waste 
Management planning initiative, and the 
Rennie Street Landfill Community Li¬ 
aison Committee — a group working 
with the City of Hamilton to develop a 
plan to clean up this closed landfill on 
the banks of Red Hill Creek. 

In addition to these projects, we 
are responsible for recommending to 
the HNC Board which organizations 
should receive monies from the yearly 
donation from the Conservation Fund. 

This year, $500.00 donations were 
made to the Toronto Wildlife Centre 
and the Owl Rehabilitation Foundation 
in Vineland. These organizations un¬ 
dertake work to save injured wildlife 
and birds, and where possible, to reha¬ 
bilitate and release them back into the 
natural environment. 

Club members with time to spare 
during the day and/or evenings are in¬ 
vited to find out more about this com¬ 
mittee. Our members have different 
backgrounds and enjoy making a dif¬ 
ference in their community. Have you 
got some time available to participate? 

Opportunities range from deliver¬ 
ing the “What’s Alive in Hamilton- 
Wentworth” slide show (text already 
prepared) to responding and making 
inquiries on municipal official plan re¬ 
views and development proposals im¬ 
pacting natural areas. Members with 
ideas on their own projects are wel¬ 
comed. 

Please call me at 905-524-3339 to 
ask questions about the committee, or 
speak to someone at the Conservation 
Table at the next monthly general meet- 
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Sanctuary Report 

by Frank Morley 

The Short Hills and Spooky Hol¬ 
low Sanctuaries are still a prime exam¬ 
ple of habitat preservation. They remain 
virtually unchanged since they were 
purchased back in the 1960s. 

A Sanctuary Think Tank was held 
last January. Its goal was to develop a 
vision for the Club sanctuaries and 
related activities for the next few years. 

We reached a consensus''on five 
action items that the Club should pro¬ 
ceed on: 

1) Examine options to enlarge ex¬ 
isting sanctuaries - this may involve 
landowner contact and stewardship 
education as well as identifying pur¬ 
chase or donation options. 

2) Evaluate and prioritize options 
for a new local sanctuary, using the 
natural areas inventory as a resource. 

3) Examine the potential for a res¬ 
toration or naturalization project in the 
urban area of the city. 

4) Develop a policy regarding ac¬ 
cepting donations of land and ease¬ 
ments. 

5) Establish management objec¬ 
tives and policies for sanctuaries. 

The Sanctuary committee is pro¬ 
ceeding with these recommendations, 
but more volunteers are needed to ad¬ 
dress all of our options. 

As detailed in the January 2001 



issue of the Wood Duck, the federal 
governments Ecogifts program has pro¬ 
vided significant tax breaks for donors 
of conservation land and conservation 
easements. As of October 2000, over 
160 properties and easements worth 
more than $25 million have been do¬ 
nated to conservation groups across 
Canada. The HNC will soon be eligi¬ 
ble to receive such donations. 

Not surprisingly, the new incen¬ 
tives under the Ecogifts program have 
attracted donors interested in protect¬ 
ing natural areas on their properties. 
Likewise, activity by new and revital¬ 
ized conservation groups has increased 
public awareness of conservation op¬ 
tions for landowners. Many of these 
landowners are attracted to the local 
focus and accountability of small con¬ 
servation land trusts. The HNC has 
had inquiries from more than one pos¬ 
sible donor in the last year. 

The HNC’s Alan Ernest made an 
impressive presentation, on behalf of 
our Club, to the hearings on changes 
to the Niagara Escarpment Plan. 

If you are interested in habitat pres¬ 
ervation, please volunteer a little of 
your time to this worthwhile activity. 
Along with the physical activity on site, 
there are always administrative func¬ 
tions that need to be addressed. 

Report from Social 

by Elaine Serena 

Greetings from your new social 
director—I shall look forward to see¬ 
ing you at the refreshment table at our 
monthly meetings and hopefully at some 
other events during the year. I would 
like to thank all the members who 
helped out last year with serving re¬ 


freshments and washing up so speed¬ 
ily after the meetings. Also thanks to 
Bill Lamond for providing the organic 
cider and others who brought tasty 
homemade treats at Christmastime. 

If any members would be willing 
to bake cookies or squares for our 
regular meetings, they sure would be 
appreciated. Also if anyone would like 
to join the commitee, please call me at 
905-639-2702. |§ 

Programme Report 

by Tom Crooks 

My reading on the 2000/2001 Mon¬ 
day evening programme is that it was 
well received with good attendance 
numbers. The exception of course was 
the December storm which limited our 
‘Waterfalls of the Escarpment’ talk. 
This was rectified by having the 
Lawtons as our presenters for the open¬ 
ing September meeting of the 2001/ 
2002 session. 

One other change from the pub¬ 
lished programme was the gracious 
agreement from our Secretary, 
Margaret McFayden, to reschedule her 
Antarctic talk until the November 2001 
meeting to allow us to participate in the 
May launching of the ROM’s Birds of 
Ontario field guide. 

Through the good offices of 
Chapman’s Books of Dundas, the Club 
received a portion of the revenue from 
the sale of books that pertained to that 
particular evening’s presentation. 

The programme titles over the 
course of the year reflected suggested 
topics from my fellow directors and 
members at large. The same applies to 
the 2001/2002 programme. §f| 
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FON Report 

by Ken Hall 

The Federation of Ontario Natu¬ 
ralists (FON) protects Ontario’s na¬ 
ture through research, education and 
conservation action. FON champions 
woodlands, wetlands, and wildlife and 
preserves essential habitat through its 
own system of nature reserves. FON 
is a charitable organization represent¬ 
ing 15,000 members and over 110 mem¬ 
ber groups across Ontario. 

The Hamilton Naturalists’ Club 
(FFNC) is a member group of FON. In 
the Nature Network Directory, pub¬ 
lished by FON, the names and con¬ 
tacts for all Federation of Ontario 
naturalist member organizations are 
registered. This document is available 
at the FON table at all HNC meetings. 

HNC is included in the Carolinian 
East Region. Other members of this 
group are Bay Area Restoration Coun¬ 
cil, Bert Miller Nature Club of Fort 
Erie, Brant Field Naturalists, Friends 
ofClaireville, Halton/North Peel Natu¬ 
ralists, Lower Grand River Land Trust, 
Niagara Falls Nature Club, Norfolk 
Field Naturalists, Peninsula Field Natu¬ 
ralists’ Club, South Peel Naturalists’ 
Club and Woodstock Field Naturalists. 

These Carolinian East clubs meet 
together semi-annually to exchange 
newsletters and information on pro¬ 
grams and activities. FON provides 
speakers who update the clubs on cur¬ 
rent nature programs in which FON is 
involved. Some recent topics have been 
the Oak Ridges Moraine, the Southern 
Ontario Woodlands Project and the 
Ecological Gifts Program. 

The Hamilton Naturalists’ Club has 


hosted the last two Carolinian East 
Clubs’ meetings. 

Jennifer Baker, a very active mem¬ 
ber of the HNC, is the current FON 
Clubs and Regions Co-ordinator. 

This year the FON held its 70th 
annual general meeting at York Uni¬ 
versity. This conference was called 
Woods Talk and was devoted to de¬ 
veloping community action to conserve 
Ontario’s woodlands. A full report on 
the results of this conference will be 
available soon. 

At each annual meeting FON an¬ 
nounces the winners of its conserva¬ 
tion awards. This year the HNC was 
presented with the W.E. Saunders 
Natural History Award for the pro¬ 
duction and wide distribution of the 
Naturally , Hamilton! brochure. 

All members of FON receive the 
very informative magazine, Seasons. 
If you are not a member look for back 
issues of this magazine at the borrow¬ 
ers’ table at any of our monthly club 
meetings. 

At the table you can also get, at no 
cost, many current FON publications 
such as Woodlands at Risk, Nature 
Network News, Nature Trips, Family 
Nature Notes and Working for Wil¬ 



derness. For the benefit of our mem¬ 
bers we also sell, at cost, FON Hasty 
Notes and Christmas Cards. Be sure 
to visit the FON table when you attend 
the HNC general meetings. 

RBG Programs 

Call 905-527-115 8 x270 to reg¬ 
ister. Pick up a copy of the RBG 
Public Programs Calendar at your 
local libraiy or see their website at 
www.rbg.ca/programs for details. 

Burrowing Owls on the 
Brink with Heather Felskie of the 
Burrowing Owl Centre in Saskatoon. 
Wednesday, October 10, 7 to 9 p.m. 
at RBG Centre. RBG members $7, 
Public $9. 

Coyote Howling with Barb 
McKean. Friday, October 12, 7 to 9 
p.m. at the Nature Centre. RBG 
members $8, Public $10 

Archaeology of Cootes Para¬ 
dise with Dr. David Smith. Satur¬ 
day, October 13, 2 p.m. at Princess 
Point. RBG members $8, Public $ 10 

Strolling through History: 

Burlington Heights History with 
Brian Henley. Sunday, October 21, 

2 p.m. at the Rock Garden entrance. 
RBG Members $6, Public $7 

Get your Garden Off Drugs 

with Katrina Simmons. Wednesday, 
October 24, 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. at 
RBG Centre. RBG members $21, 
Public $25 

200 Years in Paradise with 
Brian Henley. Sunday, November 
4, 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. at the Nature 
Centre. RBG members $6, Public 
$7. 
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Antony Polzer Chartered Accountant 

388 Denlow Avenue, Hamilton, Ontario L9C 6Z5 Tel. 905 388 1567, 905 388 1659 Fax. 905 574 2242 


AUDITOR'S REPORT 

To the Shareholders of: 

Hamilton Naturalists' Club 

I have audited the statement of financial position of Hamilton Naturalists' Club as at April 30, 2001 and 
the statements of revenue and expenditures and surplus and cash flows for the year then ended. These 
financial statements are the responsibility of the Club's management. My responsibility is to express an 
opinion on these financial statements based on my audit. 

Except as explained in the following paragraph, I conducted my audit in accordance with generally 
accepted auditing standards. Those standards require that I plan and perform an audit to obtain 
reasonable assurance whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit 
includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial 
statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates 
made by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. 

In common with many charitable organizations, the Club derives income from donations and fund¬ 
raising activities, the completeness of which is not susceptible to satisfactory audit verification. 
Accordingly, my verification of donation and fund-raising revenue was limited to the amounts recorded 
in the records of the Club, and I was not able to determine whether any adjustments might be necessary 
to donations and fund-raising revenue, net assets and surplus. 

In my opinion, except for the effect of adjustments, if any, which I might have determined to be 
necessary had I been able to satisfy myself concerning the completeness of the donations and fund¬ 
raising income referred to in the preceding paragraph, these financial statements present fairly, in all 
material respects, the financial position of the Club as at April 30, 2001 and the results of its operations 
and its cash flows for the year then ended in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles. 


Hamilton, Ontario 
July 25, 2001 
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Noteworthy Bird Records 

By Rob Dobos 


Total number of species recorded in the HSA during 2001 to May 31: 241. Underlined species or dates require 
documentation by the Hamilton Bird Records Committee. Capitalized species require documentation by the Ontario Bird 
Records Committee. For species marked with all reported records are listed. For all other species, only highlights are 
listed. 

Observers: Dan Burton (DBu), Barb Charlton (BC), Hugh Currie (HC), Robert Curry (RC), Rob Dobos (RD), Gavin 
Edmondstone (GE), Jack Hanna (JHa), Lynda Hughes (LH), Mark Jennings (MJ), Jean Johnson (JJ), Bill Lamond (BL), 
Tony Lang (TL), Rick Ludkin (RL), Kevin McLaughlin (KM), Matt Mills (MM), Rod Murray (RMu), Niagara Peninsula 
Hawkwatch (NPH), John Olmsted (JO), Glenda Slessor (GS), Bill Smith (BS), Rick Snider (RSn), Robert Stamp (RSt), Mike 
Street (MS), Angie Williams (AWi), Ken Williams (KWi), Brian Wylie (BW), many observers (m.obs.). 


Legend: 

* -first occurrence for the year 
F -first occurrence for the migration 
L -last occurrence for the migration 
HSA -Hamilton Study Area 
SM-singing male 
terr. -territorial bird(s) 

May 2001: 


Plumages,etc.: 

m. -male 
f. -female 

ad. -adult 
imm. -immature 

1 st alt. -first alternate 
2 nd alt. -second alternate 
3 rd yr. -third year 


Counties/Regions/Cities: 
Brant | 

Haldimand [HD] 

Hal ton [ HL] 

Hamilton [HM] 

Niagara [AG] 

Peel [PL] 

Waterloo [WT\ 

Wellington [WL] 


Red-throated Loon#: One at Bronte Harbour [HL] (BW) and two at Woodland Cemetery [HM] (RD) May 5 L. 

Common Loon: Seven off Burlington Lakeshore [HL] May 21 (RD); one atNE Shore of Harbour [HM] May 21-26 (RD); 
one past CCIW [HL] May 28 (RD). 

Pied-billed Grebe: One at Dundas Marsh [HM] May 17 (JJ); one terr. at Foreman Rd Wetland [HM] and one terr. at 
Mountsberg C.A. [HMJWL] May 26 (RD,RC,GS). 

Horned Grebe: Two off Shoreacres [HL] May 4 (KM); one off Confederation Park [HM] May 29 L (RC). 

Red-necked Grebe: Birds at Bronte Harbour: nest w/5e -May 5, nest w/[juv. -May 26, 2 nests -May 27 (GE); 38 off 
Shoreacres May 4 (KM); eight off Spencer Smith Park [HL] and three off Sioux Lookout Park [HL] May 21 (RD). 

American Bittern#: One found dead at Safari Rd Wetland [HM] May 18 * (BS,MS), and one terr. there May 26 
(RD,RC,GS). 

Great Egret#: One past CCIW May 1 (RD); one at Van Wagners Ponds [HM] May 2 (RD); one past Beamer C.A., 
Grimsby [AG] May 6 (RD et al .); one at Dundas Marsh May 9 (BW et al .); one at Ruthven Park, Cayuga [HD] May 30 

(RL). 

Snowy Egret#: One at LaSalle Park [HL] May 11 *-12 (RD;m.obs.). 

Cattle Egret#; One at Ruthven Park, Cayuga May 30 * (RL). 

Green Heron: Five at Middletown Marsh [HW] May 4 (BC). 

Wood Duck: 15 at Dundas Marsh May 13 (RD). 
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American Wigeon: One at Mountsberg C.A. and four at Grimsby Sewage Ponds [AG] May 26 (RD,RC,GS). 
Blue-winged Teal: Five at Grimsby Sewage Ponds May 26 (RD,RC,GS). 

Northern Shoveler: Two m. at Tollgate Ponds [HM] May 11-26 (RD;RC,GS). 

Green-winged Teal: One m. at Grimsby Sewage Ponds May 16-26 (RD;RC,GS). 

Canvasback: One m. at Grimsby Sewage Ponds May 11-16 (RC,GS;RD). 

Redhead: Five at NE Shore of Harbour May 10 (RD). 

Greater Scaup: One at LaSalle Marina May 16 (RD); one at Bronte Harbour May 21 (RD). 

Lesser Scaup: Two at Tollgate Ponds May 21-on (RD). 

Surf Scoter: 25 off Grays Rd [ HM] May 1 L (KM). 

Wliite-winged Scoter: Three off Fifty Point C.A. [HMZNG] May 1 (KM); three off Burlington Lakeshore May 26 L 
(RD,RC,GS). 

Long-tailed Duck: One off Confederation Park [HM] May 29 L (RC). 

Bufflehead: 85 at Grimsby Sewage Ponds May 1 (KM); one f. off LaSalle Marina May 24-26 (RD;RC,GS); one m. at 
Windermere Basin [ HM] May 26 (RD,RC,GS). 

Hooded Merganser: One f. at N Shore of Harbour May 16 (RD). 

Common Merganser: One m. at NE Shore of Harbour and one f. at Fifty Point C.A. May 26 (RD,RC,GS). 
Red-breasted Merganser: Three off Bronte and one off LaSalle Marina May 26 (RD,RC,GS). 

Ruddy Duck: One m. at Tollgate Ponds May 12 (RD); one m. at Windermere Basin May 16 (RD). 

Osprey: One at Bearner C.A. May 6 (NPH); one at Dundas Marsh May 13 (RD); one at Hwy 8 & Middletown Rd [HM] 
May 18 (BW). 

Bald Eagle#: Birds at Bearner C.A.: 1 -May 1, 1 -May 5, 2 -May 7 L (NPH); one 3 rd yr. at Dundas Marsh May 6 (JJ). 
Northern Harrier: One at Bearner C.A. May 11 L (NPH); one f. at Bronte Prov. Park [HL] May 20 (RD); one f. at Mud 
St & Hysert Rd [ NG] May 26 (RD,RC,GS). 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: Birds at Bearner C.A.: 45 -May 1, 89 -May 2, 51 -May 3, 60 -May 4 (NPH); one at Albion Heights 
C.A. [HM] May 16 L (RC). 

Cooper’s Hawk: One at Bearner C.A. May 6 L (NPH). 

Red-shouldered Hawk: One imm. at Bearner C.A. May 6 L (NPH). 

Broad-winged Hawk: 36 at Bearner C.A. May 2 and two there May 7 L (NPH). 

Rough-legged Hawk: Birds at Bearner C.A.: 3 -May 3, 1 -May 4, 1 -May 5 L (NPH). 

Peregrine Falcon#: The pair nesting at the Sheraton Hotel, Downtown Hamilton [HM] hatched its first chick May 5 (MS); 
one at Bearner C.A. May 6 (RD et aL). 

Ring-necked Pheasant#: One terr. at Cone 5 E of Brock Rd [HM] May 10 (RD); two terr. at Albion Heights C.A. May 
16 (RC); one at Valens Rd & Cone 6 [HW] May 26 (BW). 

Wild Turkey#: One at Valens Rd S of Cone 8 [HM] May 26 (RD,RC,GS). 

Virginia Rail#: Six terr. at Middletown Marsh and three terr. at Safari Rd Wetland May 26 (RD,RC,GS). 

Sora#: One at Shell Park [HL] May 2 (RC,GS); one terr. at Dundas Marsh May 9-on (BW et al.)\ one terr. at Safari Rd 
Wetland May 26 (RD,RC,GS). 

Common Moorhen#: One at Mountsberg C.A. May 26 * (RD,GS). 

Black-bellied Plover: One at Burlington Ship Canal [HL/HM] May 24 * (RC). 

Semipalinated Plover: Birds on May 9 *: 2 -Vanderliek Ponds, Bismarck [AG] (RC,GS), 1 -Smithville Sewage Ponds 
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[NG] (RC,G5), 1 -over St. George St, Brantford [57?] (BL); one atN Service Rd & Guelph Line [HL] May 16-21 (MJ;RD); 
two at Christie C.A. [ HAT] May 17 (BW); one at Grimsby Sewage Ponds May 16-26L (RD;RC,GS). 

Greater Yellowlegs: Three at N Service Rd & Guelph Line May 5 L (BW). 

Lesser Yellowlegs: 20 at Smithville Sewage Ponds May 3 (KM); three at Ofield Rd & Cone 4 [HAT] May 6 (BW); one at 
Bronte Prov. Park May 20 L (RD). 

Solitary Sandpiper: Four at Smithville Sewage Ponds May 3 (KM); one at Bronte Prov. Park May 20 L (RD). 

Willet#: Two at Bronte Harbour May 5 * (GE); one at Rattray Marsh [PL] May 21 (TL); one at Tollgate Ponds May 21- 
23L (RD;m.obs.). 

Upland Sandpiper#: One terr. at Valens Rd & Cone 6 [HAT] May 18 (RD); one terr. pair at 10 th Rd E, Saltfleet [HAT] May 
26 (RD,RC,GS). 

Whimbrel#: 14 off Spencer Smith Park May 26 * (RD,RC,GS). 

Ruddy Turnstone: One at Fifty Point C.A. May 11 * (RC,GS); two at Windermere Basin May 26 L (RD,RC,GS). 
Semipalmated Sandpiper: Four atN Service Rd & Guelph Line May 11 * (MJ); 10 at Grimsby Sewage Ponds and four at 
Tollgate Ponds May 26 (RD,RC,GS). 

Least Sandpiper: Four at Smithville Sewage Ponds May 3 * (KM); 75 at Christie C.A. May 12 (RC,GS); 34 atN Service 
Rd & Guelph Line May 13 (MJ); one at Grimsby Sewage Ponds May 27 L (KM). 

White-rumped Sandpiper: One at Grimsby Sewage Ponds May 15*-26 (RC,GS;RD); two at Tollgate Ponds May 23-26L 
(DBu;RD,RC,GS). 

Pectoral Sandpiper: 20 at Smithville Sewage Ponds May 3 (KM); 65 at Vanderliek Ponds May 9 (RC,GS); one at 
Smithville Sewage Ponds May 15 L (RC,GS). 

Dunlin: One at Vanderliek Ponds and two at Smithville Sewage Ponds May 9 * (RC,GS); seven at Christie C.A. May 17 
(BW); 10 atN Service Rd & Guelph Line May 21 (RD); nine at Tollgate Ponds and six at Grimsby Sewage Ponds May 26 
(RD,RC,GS). 

Short-billed Dowitcher: Two griseus at Vanderliek Ponds May 15 * (RC,GS); four griseus at North Service Rd & 
Guelph Line May 16-17 (MJ;RC,GS), and two there May 21 L (RD). 

Common Snipe: One terr. at Ofield Rd & Cone 4 May 26 (RD,RC,GS). 

Wilson’s Phalarope#: One m. at Grimsby Sewage Ponds May 11 * (RC,GS); one f. at North Service Rd & Guelph Line 
May 21 L (RD). 

Laughing Gull#: One ad. at Oakville Harbour [HL] May 26-27L (fide HC;GE). 

Little Gull#: Two ad. at Dundas Marsh May 13 * (RD). 

Bonaparte’s Gull: 80 off Fifty Point C.A. May 1 (KM); 30 at LaSalle Marina May 4 (KM); 40 at Dundas Marsh May 13 
(RD), 

Iceland Gull#: One 1 st alt. off Burloak Park [HL] May 12 L (RC). 

Lesser Black-backed Gull#: One 2 nd alt. at NE Shore of Harbour May 5 (KM,RD); one ad. at PetroCanada Pier [HL] 
May 8 L (RC). 

Glaucous Gull#: One 1 st alt. at Bronte May 12 L, (RC,GE,LH). 

Black Tern#: One at Woodland Cemetery May 5 * (RD). 

Black-billed Cuckoo: Two at Hyde Tract [HAT] May 13 * (RC,GS). 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo#: One at Berry Tract [HAT] May 5 * (BW); one terr. Dundas Valley C.A. [HAT] May 27 (BW). 
Short-eared Owl#: A terr. pair at Cheapside Rd, Hagersville [HD] May 19-on (BS,MS). 

Northern Saw-whet Owl#: One terr. at Mount Nemo Scout Camp [HL] May 20 (BW). 
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Common Nighthawk: Two at Dundas Marsh May 26 * (RD,RC,GS). 

Whip-poor-will#: One terr. at Westfield Heritage Village [HM] May 26 (RD,RC,GS). 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: One at Beamer C.A. May 6 * (RD). 

Red-headed Woodpecker#: One at Burloak Woods [HL] May 1 * (MJ); one at Cone 4 E of Millgrove Sideroad [ HM] 
May 6 (BW), and one at a nesthole there May 26 (RD,RC,GS); one at S Shore of Cootes Paradise [HM] May 18 (RD). 
Red-bellied Woodpecker#: One at Winslow Slough Forest [Mr] May 9 (RC,GS); one at Burloak Woods May 17 (MJ); 
one at Cone 4 E of Millgrove Sideroad May 26 (RD,RC,GS). 

Pileated Woodpecker#: One at Cone 4 E of Millgrove Sideroad May 6 (BW), and one at a nesthole there May 26 
(RC,GS); one at York Rd, Dundas [HM] May 8 (BW); one at Dundas Marsh May 13 (RD). 

Eastern Wood-Pewee: One at Bronte Prov. Park May 10 * (RC). 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: Four at Bronte Woods May 22 * (RC), and one there May 23 (RSn,RSt). 

Alder Flycatcher: Six SM at Beverly Swamp [HM] May 26 * (RD,RC,GS). 

Willow Flycatcher: Two at Albion Heights C.A. May 16 * (RC). 

Least Flycatcher: One at Shell Park May 23 L (RD). 

White-eyed Vireo#: One at S Shore of Cootes Paradise May 18 * (RD). 

Yellow-throated Vireo#: One at Middletown Marsh May 5*-6 (RD;BW); one at Guelph Line & New St [HL] May 7 

(RC) ; one at S Shore of Cootes Paradise May 8 (JJ); one SM at Winslow Slough Forest May 9 (RC,GS); two SM at Cone 
6 W of Hwy 6 [HM] May 26 (RD,RC,GS). 

Blue-headed Vireo: One SM at Hyde Tract May 13 (RC,GS); two at Bronte (MJ) and one at S Shore of Cootes Paradise 

(RD) May 18 L. 

Philadelphia Vireo: One at Burloak Woods May 4 * (MJ); one at Shell Park May 23 L (RSn,RSt). 

Red-eyed Vireo: Two at Burloak Woods May 4 * (MJ); 12 at S Shore of Cootes Paradise May 18 (RD). 

Purple Martin: Ten at Beamer C.A. May 6 (RD). 

Cliff Swallow: Ten nests at Millgrove City Works Yard [HM] May 10 (RD). 

Tufted Titmouse#: One SM at S Shore of Cootes Paradise May 3 (JJ); one SM at Dundas Marsh May 13 (RD). 
Red-breasted Nuthatch: One at Fifty Point C.A. May 16 L (RD); one terr. at Hyde Tract May 26 (RD,RC,GS). 
Carolina Wren#: One at St. George St, Brantford May 9 (BL); one SM at Sioux Lookout Park May 21 (RD). 

Winter Wren: One at Burloak Woods May 1 L (MJ). 

Marsh Wren#: One SM at Dundas Marsh May 9 * (RC,GS); two SM at Safari Rd Wetland May 18-26 (RD;RC,GS); one 
SM at Foreman Rd Wetland May 26 (RD,RC,GS). 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: One SM at Hyde Tract May 13 (RC). 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: One at Fifty Point C.A. May 16 L (RD). 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: Seven at Bronte May 2 (MJ). 

Veery: One at Burloak Woods May 4 * (MJ). 

Gray-cheeked Thrush: One at Shell Park May 17 * (MJ). 

Swainson’s Thrush: One at Roseland Forest (RC,GS) and one at Burloak Woods (MJ) May 13 *; one at Bronte Harbour 
May 23 L (MJ). 

Hermit Thrush: Two at Shell Park (MJ) and three at Beamer C.A. (RD) May 6 L. 

Wood Thrush: Two atNorthview Cres, Burlington [HL] May 2 * (MJ). 

Gray Catbird: One at Spencer Creek Woods [HM] May 1 * (JJ); 30 at S Shore of Cootes Paradise May 18 (RD). 
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American Pipit#: One at Christie C.A. May 17 L (BW). 

Blue-winged Warbler: One at Bronte Prov. Park May 1 * (RMu). 

“Brewster’s” Warbler#: One at Martins Rd, Dundas Valley [HM] May 14 * (RC,GS); one SM at Valens Rd & Cone 6 
May 18 (RD); one at Dundas Valley C.A. May 26-on (RSt;m.obs.). 

“Lawrence’s” Warbler#: One SM at Dundas Valley C.A. May 26*-on (RSt;m.obs.). 

Golden-winged Warbler#: One SM at Dundas Valley C.A. May 26*-on (RSt;m.obs.). 

Tennessee Warbler: Two at Berry Tract May 9 * (RC,GS); one at Spencer Creek Woods May 26 L (JJ). 
Orange-crowned Warbler#: One at Beamer C.A. May 6 * (RD); one at Shell Park May 17 L (MJ). 

Nashville Warbler: One at Bronte Woods May 22 L (RC); one SM at Valens C.A. [HM] and one SM at Lennon Rd [HAT] 
May 26 (RD,RC,GS). 

Yellow Warbler: 50 at S Shore of Cootes Paradise May 18 (RD). 

Northern Parula#: One at Bronte Prov. Park May 13 * (RMu). 

Chestnut-sided Warbler: Eight at Shell Park May 22 (RC,GS); one SM at Martins Rd, Dundas Valley [HM\ May 26 
(RD,RC,GS); one at Community Beach [HM] May 29 L (RC). 

Magnolia Warbler: One at Bronte Prov. Park May 10 * (RC); 16 at Shell Park May 22 (RC,GS); two at Fifty Point C.A. 
May 24 L (RC). 

Cape May Warbler#: One at S Shore of Cootes Paradise May 1 8 * (RD). 

Black-throated Blue Warbler: One at Dundas Marsh May 4 (JO,JHa); one at Roseland Forest May 25 L (RC). 
Yellow-rumped Warbler: 60 at Dundas Marsh May 5 (KM); one at Confederation Park May 29 L (RC). 
Black-throated Green Warbler: One at Bronte Woods May 23 L (RC,GS); one SM at Hyde Tract May 26 (RD,RC,GS). 
Blackburnian Warbler: One at Van Wagners Ponds May 2 * (RD); two at Bronte Woods May 23 L (RC,GS). 

Pine Warbler#: Two SM at N Shore of Cootes Paradise May 2 (RD,MM); one SM at LaSalle Park May 11-28 (RD); two 
SM at S Shore of Cootes Paradise May 15 (JJ); three SM at Hyde Tract May 26 (RD,RC,GS). 

Palm Warbler: Six at Shell Park May 2 (RC,GS); six at Dundas Marsh (KM); one at Middletown Marsh (RD) May 5 L. 
Bay-breasted Warbler: One at Bronte Woods May 12 * (RC,GE,LH); one at School St, Waterdown [HM] May 29 L 
(RD)- 

Blackpoll Warbler: Two at Shell Park May 23 * (RSn,RSt). 

Cerulean Warbler#: One SM at Winslow Slough Forest May 9 * (RC,GS). 

Black-and-white Warbler: One at Bronte Woods May 22 L (RC); one SM at Valens C.A. and one SM at Lennon Rd May 
26 (RD,RC,GS). 

American Redstart: One at Shell Park May 2 * (MJ); five at Community Beach May 29 L (RC). 

Prothonotary Warbler#: One SM at Dundas Marsh May 9*-on (BW et al.). 

Ovenbird: One at Shell Park May 2 * (MJ); one at Bronte Woods May 23 L (RC,GS). 

Northern Waterthfush: One at Roseland Forest May 25 L (RC). 

Louisiana Waterthrush#: One SM at Bronte Creek, Carlisle [HM] May 6 (RC). 

Connecticut Warbler#: One at Bronte Woods May 22*-23 (RC,GS). 

Mourning Warbler#: One at Bronte Prov. Park May 10 * (RC), and two there May 20 (RD); one at Shell Park May 18 
(MJ), and two there May 23 (RSn,RSt); two terr. at Hyde Tract May 26 (RD,RC,GS); one at Ruthven Park May 30 (RL). 

Common Yellowthroat: One at Spencer Creek Woods May 2 * (JJ). 

Hooded Warbler#: One SM at Martins Rd, Dundas Valley May 14*-26 (RC,GS;RD). 
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Wilson’s Warbler: One at Shoreacres May 12 * (RC); one at CN Tracks, Dundas \HM] May 30 L (RC). 

Canada Warbler: Six at Bronte (RC,GS;MJ) and three at S Shore of Cootes Paradise (RD) May 18 *; five at Bronte 
Woods May 23 (RC,GS); one SM at Valens C.A. and two SM at Lennon Rd May 26 (RD,RC,GS). 

Scarlet Tanager: One at Bronte Harbour May 5 * (BW). 

Clay-colored Sparrow#: One SM at Mount Nemo Scout Camp May 19 * (BW); two SM at Klaas Christmas Tree Farm 
[HM] May 26 (RD,RC,GS). 

Grasshopper Sparrow#: One SM at Millgrove Loam Pits [HW] May 4 * (JO,JHa); four SM at Valens Rd & Cone 6 May 
18 (RD); six SM at Bronte Prov. Park May 20 (RD). 

Lincoln’s Sparrow: One at Dundas Marsh May 9 * (BW et al); one at Mount Nemo Scout Camp May 19 L (BW). 
Swamp Sparrow: One at Fifty Point C.A. May 16 L (RD). 

White-throated Sparrow: 40 at Beamer C.A. May 6 (RD); one SM at Reg Rd 97 E of Lennon Rd [HM] May 26 
(RD,RC,GS); one at Community Beach May 29 L (RC). 

White-crowned Sparrow: One at S Shore of Cootes Paradise May 18 L (RD). 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: One at Fifty Point C.A. (KM) and one at St. George St, Brantford (BL) May 1 *. 

Indigo Bunting: Three at N Shore of Cootes Paradise May 2 * (RD,MM). 

Bobolink: One at Burloak Park May 1 * (MJ). 

Western Meadowlark#: One SM NW of Clappisons Comers [HM] May 1-31 (m.obs.). 

Rusty Blackbird: One at Burloak Woods May 5 L (BW). 

Orchard Oriole#: One at Bronte Prov. Park May 10 (RC), and two m. there May 13 (RMu); one SM atN Shore of Cootes 
Paradise (RD); one pair at Kelson Ave [NG] May 13 (KWi,AWi); four terr. pairs at Fifty Point C.A. May 24 (RC). 
Baltimore Oriole: Birds on May 1 *: 4 -Bronte (MJ), 1 -Bronte Prov. Park (RMu), 1 -St. George St, Brantford (BL). 

Please send your bird records for June-July 2001 by Nov 10 to: Rob Dobos, 22 School St., P.O. Box 722, Waterdown, Ont., 
L0R2H0; ph: (905) 690-7705; e-mail: rob.dobos@ec.gc.ca ^ 


Leakey Warns About Extinctions 


Dr. Richard Leakey is warning that 
55% of the world’s species could go 
extinct in this century. In a speech in 
August in Cape Town, South Africa, 
the distinguished conservationist said 
the world is losing between 50,000 and 
100,000 species every year. 

Dr. Leakey said this rate of ex¬ 
tinction, twice the estimate he gave 
four years ago, is endangering the 
planet. “At that rate we are probably 
approaching a point similar to mass 
extinction”, he said. He argued that 
the environment must be seen as a 


basic human right, and preserving land 
and conserving its wildlife was an “ab¬ 
solute necessity”. 

In May, a report by the Swiss- 
based IUCN-World Conservation Un¬ 
ion and Future Harvest, a Washington 
DC agricultural research group, said 
global wildlife faced the greatest ex¬ 
tinction risk since the disappearance of 
the dinosaurs. 

A 1998 survey of 400 scientists 
commissioned by New York’s Ameri¬ 
can Museum of Natural History found 


that nearly seven out of 10 of the biolo¬ 
gists polled said they believed a “mass 
extinction” was under way. Nearly all 
attributed the losses to human activity, 
especially the destruction of plant and 
animal habitats. 

Some scientists say the actual ex¬ 
tinction rate is almost certainly far lower 
than Dr Leakey is suggesting, and well 
below any cause for concern. The evi¬ 
dence that species are disappearing is 
often circumstantial, but many experts 
believe it is gradually painting a clearer 
picture. ^ 
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Publications to Help Us Green Our City 


Reviewed by Brian McHattie 

Evergreen is a national non-profit 
environmental organization with a mis¬ 
sion to bring nature back to our cities. 
Evergreen motivates people and pro¬ 
vides them with the practical tools to 
create and sustain healthy cities through 
community naturalization projects 
across Canada. 

Because they believe that local 
stewardship is the most effective way 
to create sustainable projects, their 
main focus is the creation of practical 
“how-to” resource guides and research 
reports. Complementary copies of two 
recent Evergreen publications have 
been provided to the EfNC in exchange 
for sharing their contents through this 
article. 

Ground Work: Investigating the 
Need for Nature in the City 

This report examines the costs and 
benefits associated with integrating 
nature into the urban environment. The 
case is made that community naturali¬ 
zation can benefit the environment, 
achieve individual and community 
health benefits, and provide significant 
financial benefits to municipalities and 
landowners. Seeking balance, the re¬ 
port includes a discussion of the asso¬ 
ciated costs and potential sources of 
conflict associated with naturalization. 

The environmental benefits ob¬ 
tained include enhancing biodiversity, 
reducing toxins, absorbing carbon (trees 
in the Chicago provide about 5.6 mil¬ 
lion tonnes of carbon storage), improv¬ 
ing air quality, improving water quality, 
and raising ecological consciousness. 


Community health benefits include fos¬ 
tering a stronger sense of community, 
the development of new friendships, 
and the intangible presence of nature 
in the city that contributes to peoples’ 
sense of well-being and quality of life. 
Passive recreational opportunities are 
increased, including creating more op¬ 
portunities for nature-viewing. 

Municipalities gain financially by 
creating green spaces which absorb 
rainfall that in turn, does not runoff and 
end up swamping the City’s sewage 
treatment plant. Park maintenance 
costs decrease. Local homeowners 
experience property value increases, 
and reduced energy costs as vegeta¬ 
tion has a moderating effect on tem¬ 
perature. 

No Plot is Too Small: A Commu¬ 
nity’s Guide to Restoring Public 
Landscapes 

This publication proceeds from the 
fundamental understanding that cities, 
too, are habitat. From guiding princi¬ 
ples (participatory, partnerships, re¬ 
sponsive design with the ecosystem 
and with citizens), to a step-by-step 
guide to building momentum how to 
develop a communication plan, to 
putting together a project team, to site 
mapping, to plan development and site 
design, this publication has it all. Sec¬ 
tions on budgeting and fundraising, 
monitoring and evaluating the success 
of the project, .are joined by how to 
continue momentum to additional 
greening projects. 

Excellent annotated bibliographies 
provide the reader with loads of re¬ 


sources for follow up. Our HNC cop¬ 
ies will be on the Conservation table at 
the Club meeting for viewing. 

Each publication is available for 
$15 (plus gst and shipping). They are 
well-worth the cost, and are available 
from: 

The Evergreen Foundation, 355 
Adelaide Street West, 5 th Floor, To¬ 
ronto, Ontario M5V 1S2. Tel. (416) 
596-1495; Fax. (416) 596-1443, 
Website: www.evergreen.ca iS 


Welcome 

We would like to welcome the 
following new members who have 
joined the HNC since May 2001. 

Jill Dwyer 

Mrs. A.B. McClements 
Gayle Young 
Velma Carroll 
Peter Walmsley 
and Sarah Brophy 
Gloria Senior 
Gail Wilkinson 
Rick and Ada Blythe 
Jessie Brown 
Heather Champ 
Michael Ford 
Robert Hagley 
Ann Manson 
Linda Munaretto 
Tanya Parr 
Sumi Rehrnan 
Karen Scraba 
Gisele Sims 
Kristin Smith 
Tom Staton 


page 45 



The Wood Duck 


October 2001 


From the 



by Michael Rowlands 

On September 17, about 55 HNC 
members and guests attended the sea¬ 
son’s first meeting of the Bird Study 
Group at the main building of the Royal 
Botanical Gardens. Potential access 
problems due to the current labour dis¬ 
ruptions at the Canada Centre for In¬ 
land Waters, were the main reason for 
moving the meeting this month. 

This meeting marked the inaugu¬ 
ration of George Drought as the new 
Bird Study Group leader. A self-con¬ 
fessed novice birder, George first 
shared his three best sightings of the 
summer with the group (close encoun¬ 
ters with a Bald Eagle on the 
Petawawa River, an arm’s-length ex¬ 
perience with a Great Blue Heron near 
his dock and a Northern Harrier sight¬ 
ing at his cottage near Huntsville, re¬ 
spectively). He then appealed to those 
present to form an organizing commit¬ 
tee to help him plan future meetings 
and locate knowledgeable speakers. 
Tom Crooks, Glenda Slessor, Judy 
Atkinson and David Wood volunteered. 

Next, George led a sightings re¬ 
port. He encouraged novice birders 
not to be intimidated and to feel free to 
bring their observations to future meet¬ 
ings so that the more experienced 
birders can help them positively iden¬ 
tify their birds. 


In local sightings, small flocks of 
Common Nighthawks were reported 
by several people, one group near Ham¬ 
ilton’s High Level Bridge at dusk on 
recent nights. The sightings of the sea¬ 
son, however, have been on Pelee Is¬ 
land, where three juvenile Wood Storks 
were seen repeatedly until about the 
10 th of September. Bob Curry com¬ 
mented that a flock of 16-40 had also 
been seen in upstate New York this 
summer. These birds, which breed in 
Florida and are on the endangered list, 
are rarely seen north of Arkansas. Also 
reported were a Cattle Egret at Pelee 
Island, Sabine’s Gulls at Van Wagner’s 
Beach near Hutch’s restaurant, and a 
spectacular “fallout” of hundreds of 
warblers and other songbirds at the tip 
of Point Pelee in mid-May. Exhausted 
birds headed to ground after fighting 
bad weather while crossing Lake Erie. 
Four PINC birders were able to ap¬ 
proach these birds at close distance 
and identified 27 different wood war¬ 
blers in one sighting! 

After a short discussion of sightings 
seen further afield, George announced 
that he had engaged himself as the 
first speaker of the new season. 

George, who is a videographer and 
wilderness tour leader, presented his 
22-minute video entitled “42 Days - 
Back River 2000.” George and his wife, 
Barbara, have been visiting the Cana¬ 
dian Arctic and sometimes leading ca¬ 
noe tours there since 1988. This video 
highlighted the trip of 12 people in six 
canoes down the Back River from July 
2 nd to August 13 th , 2000 through beau¬ 
tiful country marred only by clouds of 
mosquitoes and black flies. 

While birds were not the main fo¬ 


cus of this film, there was plenty of 
wildlife to be seen, including excellent 
footage of a lone wolf unsuccessfully 
pursuing a caribou, a large herd of 
caribou that passed within feet of the 
expedition members, and views of musk 
ox, Arctic hare, fox and ground squir¬ 
rels. Lake Trout were plentiful, and 
generated several appetizing scenes of 
chowders churning or fillets frying. 
Birds included several Sandhill Cranes, 
a Rough-legged Hawk and a Savan¬ 
nah Sparrow, while other species could 
be heard in a fitting soundtrack that 
featured folk songs about the North¬ 
west Passage, guitar and harmonica 
instrumentals, and Inuit throat-singing. 

George answered numerous ques¬ 
tions and briefly explained some of the 
history of the area. Most interesting 
was the mysterious death of one Fa¬ 
ther Buliard, a Catholic missionary who 
vanished while trying to convert the 
Inuit near Garry Lake. Was he killed 
by an Inuit shaman or did he fall through 
the ice? Buliard’s deserted cabin is still 
standing, and its interior walls bear the 
scratch marks of the barren-ground 
grizzly bear. George plans to do more 
research on this mystery. 

The October meeting of the Bird 
Study Group will be one week later 
than usual because of Thanksgiving 
Day; it will be held on Monday, Octo¬ 
ber 22. Check the HNC website or 
call the Birding Hotline at 905-381- 
0329 to confirm the location of this 
meeting. If the group continues to meet 
at the RBG main building, for which 
there is a rental fee, those attending 
will be asked to contribute one dollar 
each toward the rent, as was the case 
at the September meeting. EH 
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REGULAR MEETINGS 

Monday, October 15 8p.m. 

Location: Royal Botanical Gardens 
680 Plains Rd. West 
Burlington, Ontario 

Members' Night and 
Annual General Meeting 

featuring presentations on 
Falconwatch, Nature Counts, Spooky 
Hollow Sanctuary, and Nature in 
Your Neighbourhood 

Next Month 

Monday, November 12 8:00 p.m. 

Antarctic Adventure 

with Margaret McFayden 


WANTED 

Articles are needed for the Wood 
Duck. Let us know about the interest¬ 
ing sightings you have made. Bring to 
our attention the issues that you be¬ 
lieve are important to naturalists and 
our community. 

Please send submissions to: 

Don McLean, 68-151 Gateshead 
Cres., Stoney Creek,Ontario L8G3W1. 
The phone number is (905) 664-8796. 

You can also e-mail submissions to: 

don.mclean@hwcn.org. 

Deadline for submissions is generally 
the 15th of the month before the issue 
is dated. 


Bird Study Group 

Monday, October 22 7:30p.m. 
Location to be determined. 

Location: Check the bird hotline or 

the HNC website to 
confirm location of this 
month's meeting. 

This is an informal meeting featuring a dis¬ 
cussion of recent bird sightings, an identi¬ 
fication session and a workshop, film or set 
of slides about some aspect of birding. If 
you are a beginning birder, come out to 
learn more about birds. If you are an expe¬ 
rienced birder, come outto share your knowl¬ 
edge and enthusiasm. 

Coordinator: George Drought 528-0059 
edroueht(a).wildernessbound.com 


UPCOMING EVENTS 

Dean Gugler’s Monday evening Wildflower 
Walks continue until October 29,2001. Call 
627-9779 for start points which are variable. 

Monday, October 8 

THANKSGIVING COLOURS WALK 
Show your support for the Red Hill Valley 
and participate in this enjoyable walk with 
the Friends ofRed Hill Valley. Meet at 10 am 
at the Mud St. parking just west of Mt. 
Albion Rd. Contact Brian McHattie at 540- 
1094 for details. 

Saturday,October 13 
FALL MIGRANTS 

Bob Curry is the dean of Hamilton birders 
and you are sure to see something exciting 
on this outing. Landbirds and waterbirds 
often abound here and there is the chance 
of a good hawk flight. Bring a lunch and 
meet at 8 am near the sand piles at the east 
end of Woodland Cemetery. Call Bob for 
details, 637-2022. 


Sunday, October 14 
SPOOKY HOLLOW WORK DAY 
Trail maintenance and marking, and we will 
construct a bridge over Fishers Creek. It will 
not be all work as we can relax and enj oy the 
beauty of our sanctuary. Bring a lunch and 
meet at 8 am at McDonalds at Upper James 
& Rymal. Call FrankMorley at 575-0668. 

Saturday, October 27,2001 
FALL WILDFLOWER WALK 

Dean Gugler is keen to share his extensive 
knowledge of local wildflowers. Join Dean 
at 1 pm at Sanctuary Park in Dundas. Use 
park entrance from Sanctuary Drive in the 
Pleasant Valley neighbourhood in Dundas. 
Follow Pleasant Ave. off Old Ancaster Rd. 
For more information call Dean at 627-9779. 

Saturday, November 3 
EXPLORING MT. NEMO 
Join Brian Wylie for a hike around Mt. 
Nemo. Not too strenuous, but bring suit¬ 
able footwear. We may examine a few caves 
and in previous years large numbers of red 
efts and frogs have been observed. Bring 
lunch for a picnic at the scenic lookout. 
Meet at parking lot at 2nd Line & Walker’s 
Line north ofHwy 5. Call Brian for details, 
627-4601. 

Sunday, November 4 
HAMILTON FALL BIRD COUNT 

This will be the 28th annual HFBC. It is 
always held on the first Sunday of Novem¬ 
ber and covers the entire Hamilton Study 
Area. Ifyou would like to confirm your area 
or would like to participate, call Bill Lamond 
at (519)756-9546. 


Events sponsored by the Hamilton Natu- 
ralists' Club are led by volunteers. The 
HNC assumes no responsibility for inju¬ 
ries of any kind sustained by anyone 
participating in any of these activities. 


page 47 





HNC Board of Directors 
2000-2001 
Executive 


President: 

Glenn Barrett 

525-2142 

Past President: 

Pierre Arnold 

648-2519 

Vice-President: 

Brian McHattie 

540-1094 

Secretary: 

Margaret McFadyen 

627-1034 

Treasurer: 

Betty Blashill 

664-8796 

Directors 
Conservation/Education: 
Jen Baker 

524-3339 

FONRep: 

Ken Hall 

627-1320 

Field Events: 

Open 

Membership: 

Jean Stollard 

634-3538 

Program: 

Tom Crooks 

634-1178 

Publicity: 

Roslynne Price 

681-2276 

Sanctuary: 

Frank Morley 

575-0668 

Social: 

Elaine Serena 

639-2702 

Wood DuckEditor: 

Don McLean 

664-8796 


Co-ordinators- and 
Representatives 
Jr. Nats Co-ordinator: 

John Hannah 

Plant Study Group Leader: 


Jean Stollard 634-3538 

Mailing Co-ordinator: 

Norm Ralston 383-1397 

Volunteer Coordinator: 

Brian McHattie 540-1094 

Bird Study Group Leader: 

George Drought 528-0059 

Birding Hotline: 381-0329 
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Membership Fees 2001-2002 


Life Membership 

$350.00 

Single Membership 

25.00 

Senior/Student Single Membership 

20.00 

Senior/Student Joint Membership 

25.00 

Family Membership 

30.00 

Junior Naturalists - first child 

40.00 

Junior Naturalists - additional children 

30.00 

Honorary Life Member 

None 

Please remit to: The Membership Director, Hamilton Naturalists' Club 

P.O. Box 89052, Hamilton, Ontario L8S 4R5 


HNC Publications 


Hamilton-Wentworth Natural Areas Inventory 

(2 volumes) $60.00 

Reptiles and Amphibians of the Hamilton Area 20.00 

Checklist of the Birds of Hamilton-Wentworth 1 00 

Date Guide to Birds of Hamilton-Wentworth 1.00 

Naturally Hamilton: A Guide to the 

Green Spaces of Hamilton- Wentworth Free 


Wood Duck 

Volume 55 Number 2 October 2001 

CN ISSN 0049-7886 _ Publications Mail Contract No. 40048074 

THE WOOD DUCK is published nine times a year September to May, inclusive, by: 

The Hamilton Naturalists’ Club 
WestdaleP.O.Box 89052 
Hamilton, ON 
L8S4R5 

Editor: Don McLean 

68 - 151 Gateshead Crescent Publications Committee: 

Stoney Creek, ON L8G 3 W1 Rob Dobos, Susan Doka, 

e-mail: don.mclean@hwcn.org Lois Evans, Jean Stollard 

THE WOOD DUCK is the official publication of the HNC and is produced by volunteer 
members ofthe Club and is printed on 60% re-cycled paper. Deadline forreceipt ofmaterial 
is the fifteenth ofthe month preceding publication date. Articles may be reprinted without 
permission but credit linesmust be included. Opinions expressed in THE WOOD DUCK 
are those ofthe author and do not necessarily reflect those ofthe editor or ofthe Hamilton 
Naturalists'Club. 

The HNC promotes public interest in the study, conservation and appreciation of our 
natural heritage. Meetings are he Id monthly September to May inclusive and field events 
are scheduled throughout the year. The HamiltonNaturalists’Club is a registered charity 
and all donations as well as membership fees are tax deductible. 

Send noteworthy bird records to: 

Rob Dobos, P.O. Box 722, Waterdown, Ont. L0R2H2. 

HNC Website: http://www.hwcn.org/linli/hamnature 














